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The great parrot fever pandemic





When, in  the fall of 1980, a young man called Joey 

appeared for a consultation at the clinical immunology

service of our medical center, he had already become the 

despair of several New York internists.

Although Joey wasn’t aware of it, we had seen within the 

previous few months, in the same medical center, four

other young men with a similar story: horrendous infections

with no predisposing history of congenital immune 

problems of deliberate immunosuppression. Their only

common denominator was homosexual activity
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The «cut hunter»
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Monkeypox virus history

1959: Monkeypox virus (MPXV) isolated initially in Copenhagen from 
imported chimpanzees (Cynomolgus spp.) affected by a pox-like disease1

In 1970 first identification of a human case of Monkeypox (9-months 
old child admitted to the Basankusu hospital, Democratic Republic of 
Congo with a smallpox-like disease)2

The animal reservoir has not yet been identified. MPXV has been 
isolated twice from wild animals:in 1985 from a simptomatic squirrel 
(Funisciurus anerythrus) in DRC3 and in 2012 from a sooty mangabey 
(Cercocebus atys) in Ivory Coast.4
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Ongoing Monkeypox outbreak outside Africa
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