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The Comparison Between the Prophets and the Imams
in the Religion of the Twelver Shiites.
Dr. Badr bin Nassir Al-Awwaad
Saudi Academic, Assistant Professor in the College of

Sharia and Islamic Studies in the Qasim University

Abstract

The issue of comparison between the prophets (may peace be
upon them) and the twelve imams are from amongst the
important issues that expose the extremism of the Imami Shiites.
Despite the fact that the messengers and prophets are the chosen
ones and best from amongst Allah's creation, the Imamiyyah by
large (largely) raise the ranks of an imam over that of
prophethood.

There's not a miracle of a prophet, or a characteristic quality
of a messenger, even if it's giving life to the dead, except that the
Shiites claimed it or something similar to it for an Imam.

When the Shiites said that the prophets are infallible and that
they were free of all kind of defects, even forgetfulness and
absent-mindedness, they didn't come to rest until they affirmed it
for their imams too.

When they started to say that the imamate is better than the
prophethood, the idea that the twelve imaams were better than
all the other prophets in every aspect was born. They even said
that the imams are better than the five best messengers with the
exception of the Prophet Muhammad (May Allah exalt his
mention and send peace upon him).
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They preferred the imams over the prophets in nobility and
rank, and they also put them on a higher status due to their
knowledge of the legislations of the first messenger to the last,
and due to their claim that they knew the hidden knowledge of
the Qur’an. They differed somewhat in their admission of this -
making it absolute or negating it, when facing clear irrefutable
Islamic texts.

They (the Shiites) also asserted that the imams’ knowledge
included all that happened in the past, all that will happen in the
future and all what was hidden in the hearts of men. They did it
in a way that would be rejected by the intellect alone, let alone
having a Islamic text to support its infeasibility. And it's known
that this knowledge cannot be possessed by any of the creation
no matter who or what it was.
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