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Ruling of Remnants in the Sharia

A Theological Study

Dr. Khalid bin Abdul Aziz Al-Seif

Associate Professor in the College of Sharia and
Islamic Studies, Department of Creed and
Contemporary Schools of Thought, Qassim University

Abstract

Since the remnants and traces from history have a part to
play in the understanding of the past, whether this
understanding be that of history or religion or even
behaviour, it becomes important to clarify the Islamic stance
in dealing with these remnants. This research was written to
clarify the ruling concerning remnants that are linked to the
aspect of the Islamic creed. It also concentrates on bringing to
light the origin of this matter without spiraling to any other
secondary rulings that are considered to be beyond the matter
at hand. This research also proves that the Sharia didn’t come
to maintain these remnants, and at the same time being
concerned with them doesn't always necessitate veneration of
them. Rather the area of importance of this matter is wider
than that of glorification. Just as the remnants are not of just
one type, verily the ruling given to some of them is not
necessarily true for others. While there are remnants that
Islam permits to give importance to, there are others that are
not permitted to be preserved. In addition, there are also some
matters that the scholars have differed upon concerning
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remnants beside other issues which this study sheds light
upon.

When the remnants are surfaced in many of the lands,
whether the Muslims have paid attention to them or not, it is
essential to verify the Islamic ruling concerning them and
presenting at very least the clear evidences, whether these
remnants be from before or after Islam. Similarly these
remnants can be used for that which Allah has ordered us
with like contemplation and reflection of what happened to the
former nations and to those who went against the ways of the
prophets. This does not mean that we should be paying
attention to the remnants of the former nations, such as
statues and idols, and maintain them. This is not what's
intended, as this is from the utmost means for this ummah to
fall in to polytheism. This is why the Sharia has warned
against it, and the ahadith and athar has mentioned that we
should take away (erase|refrain from) that which can compose
danger to this ummabh.
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