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The Methodology of Ahlu-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah in Advising

the People of Innovation.

Dr. Abdullah bin Abdur-Rahman al-Hudhalil
Saudi Acadimic, Associate Professor in the Department of
Islamic Creed and Contemporary Schools of Thoughts
Imam Muhammed Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful .

All praise is due to Allah the Almighty. May Allah exalt the
mention and send peace on the Prophet Muhammed, and all
those who follow his guidance. Having said so (To proceed):

The following is a summary of the research paper titled:
“The Methodology of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah in Advising
the People of Innovation. ”

| have divided this research into an introduction and seven
chapters.

In the introduction | addressed the importance of this study,
the status of advice in our religion [i.e. Islam], and | also stated
the methodology which | will use to write this research.

The chapters are as follows

First chapter: The definition of advice and its importance in
Islam:

| mentioned the linguistic and conceptual definition of
advice, then | spoke about the importance of advice and its
status in Islam which | have supported with proofs and
evidences from the Glorious Quran and the practices of the
Messenger (may Allah exalt his mention and send peace on
him).
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Second chapter: The definition of innovation and innovators:

| mentioned the linguistic and conceptual definition of
innovation and | pointed out who are meant by innovators in
this study.

Third chapter: The importance of advising the innovator
| clarified this through the following
1- Safeguarding the religion.

2- The occurrence of unity and holding on to the Rope of
Allah the Almighty.

3- Innovation is one of the major reasons behind disbelief
and leaving the fold of Islam.

4- Guiding the innovator to become one of the building
bricks of the society .

Chapter Four: The methodology of Ahlus-Sunnah in offering
advice to the innovator -

This is the core of this research and its foundation. | have
explained this through the means of several points, and they are -

1. Purifying the intention for Allah the Almighty.

Being gentle and lenient.

Verifying the ruling and establishing its correctness.
Being just with the innovator.

Basing the advice upon the Glorious Quran and the
prophetic traditions.

Harshness while advising if necessary.
7. Limitation of the circle of innovation.

8. Importance of having sound knowledge and judgment
while advising and debating with the innovator.

9. Differentiating between being kind and being
hypocritical.

o bk

o
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10.Being cautious of mixing with the innovator while
offering advice.

Chapter Five: The issue of repentance of the innovator -

| included this matter in this study to shed light on what is
meant by ‘the innovator is blocked from repenting’, and that
innovation cannot be repented from. | did that because one of
the main reasons behind this study is for the innovator to repent
and return to the path of the messenger (may Allah exalt his
mention and send peace on him.(

| illustrated that it is required from the innovator to repent to
Allah the Almighty, and verily if he does repent that Allah the
Almighty will accept his repentance.

| also explained that the innovator has to repent, and if he
repents that Allah will accept this repentance from him if he
understands the depth of his innovation .

| also clarified the meaning that the innovator is blocked
from his repentance. The true meaning is that his heart is being
clung to his innovation and that he doesn't know the true extent
of his fault because of the innovation being rooted in his heart.
This prevents him from repenting because he is being blinded by
this innovation. On the circumstances that the depth and
seriousness of his innovation and misguidance is explained to
him, the repentance will be accepted from him. His repentance
in that case becomes like that of any other person, and verily
Allah the Almighty will forgive him.

Chapter Six: The matter of boycotting the innovator :

| clarified in this chapter the legislated Islamic position of
boycotting and advising the innovator which necessitates mixing
with him, and that there is no contradiction in this, as this
mingling varies as each case has a need for it.

Chapter Seven; the last and final chapter: examples of advice
from the scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah:




YA gl fomuad 2 elend! g il Jof gl

| sufficed with two instances of such advices, as this kind of
research should be concise:

1. The advice of Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him)
to the kharijites.

2. The advice of Umar bin 'Abdul-'Aziz, (may Allah be
merciful to him), to Ghailan ad-Dimishqi.

| concluded the research by summarizing the most important
results which | have found.

Then | made an index for the references and another index
for the topics.

| ask Allah the Almighty to make this research bear witness
for me, and make it blessed for the writer, the reader and hearer
of it.

All Praise is Due to Allah the Almighty. May Allah exalt the
mention and send peace on the Prophet Muhammed, his family
members and companions.
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