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Abstract

The aim of this study is to demonstrate the
methodology adopted in documenting Islamic
sciences, which include the text of the Quran, its

interpretation, prophetic tradition, prophetic biography,
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Islamic history, language and literature. The study also
investigates whether that methodology is scientific,
and whether it has its own distinguished
characteristics. The researcher shows that the Islamic
methodology adopts monotheism and the absolute

knowledge of Allah as its criteria.

It is a methodology that is at the same time
original and open- minded, and at the same time self-

protective and recognizes the other.

The research is divided into four axes. In the first
axis, the researcher discusses the methodology
followed in recording the text of the holy Quran by the
Prophet himself — Pbuh — and a considerable number
of his Companies who shouldered this job, most of
them knowing the text by heart. This methodology
continued in the eras of Caliph Abu-Bakr and Caliph
Othman, who sponsored the rewriting of the text,
strictly following the Quraishi spelling, and sent copies
of the edited text to the different territories of the state.
As for the second axis — the phrophetic tradition — the

Muslims invented the unique science of character-
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scrutiny, whose subject is the close study of the
biography of every narrator, verifying their authority,
their ranks and their flaws. No other nation has ever
applied the sciences of character scrutiny. This
science of prophetic tradition classifies hadiths into

three categories: authorized, sound and weak.

The third axis is Sirah and Islamic history. The
authors of sirah depended on the holy Quran, the
hadiths and the sirah and biographical references. The
researcher shows that the early sirah authors were the
children of the Companious and the Followers; the
highest authority therein being Muhammad ibn Eshaq,
on whose work depended all those who came after
him. Imam Al-Shafiee said: Whoever wanted to delve

deep in sirah is a dependent of Muhammad ibn Eshaq.

The linguists and literature documenters adopted
the same methodology, making long trips into the
Bedouin territories and receiving the language fresh
from their tongues. They had their own authentication
methodology, which was not as tight as that of the

hadith scientists'.
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The researcher concludes that the methodology
adopted in documenting the Islamic sciences is strictly
scientific , and the Muslims were the model afterwards
followed by the westerners when the Muslims ruled a

part of Europe.
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