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Understanding the S'rah: A Comparison between the
Works of al-Ghaz; I and al-BL=!

Two giants of Islamic scholarship and heroes of struggle for the
glory of Islam in the contemporary era namely, al-Ghaz, I' of Egypt and
al-BL=! of Syria, wrote on the Prophet’s life and mission under the same
title (figh al-S'rah). The two writers have addressed similar issues
pertaining to the Prophet’s life and mission and tried to correct a number
of common place notions that, in their view, inhibited true appreciation
of the Prophet’s role in history. The writer of this paper compares
between these two seminal works. He identifies the points of convergence
and divergence in the two works in terms of method, content and
emphasis. In sum, according to him, the work of al-Ghaz, I!' addresses
macro-level issues involved in true appreciation of the Prophet’s massage
and mission. As to al-BL="s work, it deals with micro-level dimensions and
presents a rational and convincing explanation for them in the over-all
context of the Prophet’s mission.



